
• Body Temperature (infrared thermometer)

• No fever

• No cough

• Criteria for classification as 

nonurgent at ED triage

• Did not reach the ED by 

ambulance

Patient to be sent home with 
instructions. 

Do not register the patient.

• No fever

• No cough/dyspnoea

• No direct contact with infected 

patients

• Criteria for classification at ED 

triage at level higher than 

nonurgent

• No respiratory symptoms 

Covid-19 negative arm

Pre-triage 
(triage nurse with PPE)

To be performed outside of the ED, if possible
Aims

1. To invite patients triaged as nonurgent to return home.

2. To divide patients negative for Covid-19 from patients positive for or

suspected of having Covid-19.

3. To provide masks and gloves to ALL patients with respiratory and/or

signs/symptoms or infection AFTER hand hygiene.

• Fever or cough/ 

dyspnoea or direct 

contact with infected 

patients or respiratory 

symptoms

Protocol for pateints positive 
for/suspected of Covid-19



• Negative radiography

• No desaturation after quick walk 

test

Refer the patient to the doctor for 
patient discharge (with instructions)

• Positive radiography or 

desaturation after Quick Walk 

Test (if performed) 

Perform:
Covid Protocol

Refer the patient to the doctor for 
hospitalization for 

suspected/positive Covid-19 in 
nonintensive regime

Triage positive/suspected Covid-19 
(triage nurse with complete PPE)

To be performed outside of the ED, if possible

FLOW-CHART FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY

Aims

1. To identify Covid-19 patients who do not need hospitalization

2. To start appropriate treatment for patients with respiratory failure, depending

on the severity of illness

• SpO2 > 94%

(if BPCO > 90%)  

• SpO2 ≤ 94%

(if BPCO ≤ 90%)

Perform:
• Chest radiography (if not

pregnant)
• Quick Walk Test (if possible)

Perform:
Covid Protocol

Start protocol for positive/suspected Covid-
19 patients with respiratory failure and 

procedure for hospitalization



SpO2 90-94%

(if BPCO  86-90%)

Level: Acute
X-ray + O2 for 

SpO2>94% 
(if BPCO >90%)

Protocol for suspected/positive cases
of Covid-19 with respiratory failure

(ED nurse with complete PPE)
FLOW-CHART FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY

SpO2 <90%

(if BPCO <86%)

O2 15 L with reservoir for 

3-5 minutes

SpO2 90-94% 

(if BPCO 86-90%)

Level: URGENT
X-ray + ECG + start 

CPAP with 
PEEP=10 in ED or 
in dedicated areas

of the hospital

SpO2 <90%

(if BPCO <86%)

Level: Emergency
X-ray + ECG + start 
CPAP with PEEP=10 

in ED or in dedicated
areas of the hospital

SpO2 > 94% 

(if BPCO > 90%)

Level: URGENT 
X-ray + ECG + O2

for SpO2 > 94% 
(if BPCO >90%)

Evaluation of 

the 

intensivist

After 6 hours, if 

SpO2<94% (if BPCO 

<90%), increase PEEP 

to 14 and ask for the 

evaluation of the 

intensivist.

After 6 hours, if 

SpO2<94% (if BPCO 

<90%) or respiratory 

distress or pH ≥ 7.5, 

consider CPAP with 

PEEP=10 in 

dedicated areas of 

the hospital.



Notes

• Covid Protocol: AST, ALT, creatinine, azotemia, CBC, potassium, Na, Cl,

glycemia, PT, PTT, CRP, LDH, Covid-19 test, Legionella and Pneumococcus

urinary antigen, ABG in ambient air (whenever possible, enable nurses to

request the panel of tests)

• Quick Walk Test: Evaluate the basal SpO2. Let the patient walk at the fastest

possible pace for 20-30 metres, over a straight corridor or walkway and re-

evaluate the SpO2. The test is positive in case of desaturation of 3 or more

percentage points.


